Lipid autoreactivity in multiple sclerosis.
Lipids comprise over 70% of the myelin sheath but have been largely underinvestigated as autoantigens in multiple sclerosis (MS). This paper cites evidence for the involvement of lipid autoreactivity in MS and details how self lipid cross-reactivity may also contribute to the development of type 1 diabetes and autoimmune thyroid disorders (both of which have been associated with MS). A further analysis of myelin chemistry suggests several mechanisms by which infection may contribute to etiology and trigger lipid autoreactivity via molecular mimicry. This analysis may aid the development of new therapies for autoimmune diseases.